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to the steam gunboat Winona as executive officer.* Being then
in his twenty-third year, the writer was filled with the new re-
sponsibilities of this higher position, and they were assumed with
much misgiving lest he might fall short of its requirements.

It was not long after reporting on board the Winona that
official action had to be taken against the commanding officer. It
was a most painful experience, but the circumstances were such
that it was unavoidable, and all the more disagreeable as it
concerned a commanding officer whom he admired and esteemed
for his many excellent qualities of heart and mind as well as
for his high manhood and courage.

This occurred in the manner to be described. For a week be-
fore the new executive officer had joined the Winona9 her gallant
commander had gone in several times and opened fire with her
heaviest guns on the sea face of Fort Morgan. After the writer
had joined the ship, the same operation being once or twice re-
peated, a respectful complaint was made to the executive officer
by one or two of the other officers, to the effect that while the
crew were ready at all times to fight, they did not think their
lives ought to be jeopardized when no advantage could accrue
therefrom. As the fort was hardly within reach of the Winona's
guns, while she was well within the range of one or two of the
rifle guns of the fort, the position taken appeared reasonable and
was referred to the commanding officer only to discover that he
was on the verge of delirium. The surgeon of the ship was di-
rected to examine him and report in writing his opinion of his
condition. His report confirmed the executive officer's opinion.

For a day or two about this time the weather was boisterous,
so that communication between the ships was not possible by
boat. On the night of the 23d the heavy sea tested the Winona

* Officers of the Gunboat Winona

Lieut. Com. James S. Thornton, com-
manding.

Lieut. W. S. Schley, Ex. Officer.

Actg. Master Chas. Hallett, Watch
Officer.

Actg. Master Felix McCurley, Watch
Officer.

Master's Mate'Frank H. Beers, Watch
Officer.

Master's Mate David Vincent, Watch

Officer.
Master's Mate A. H. Staigg, Watch

Officer.

Asst. Surgeon, Arthur Mathewson,
Actg. Paymaster, Saml. F. Train.
2d Asst. Eng., E. S. Boynton.
3d Asst. Eng., Edward Gay.
3d Asst. Eng., R. C. Wamaling.